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Where in the  World
  is Anne Waldman??

Anne Waldman, fearless leader and cross-continental correspondent, 
recently returned from the Pamirs Poetry Journey where she visited Beijing, 
Anhui province, and Huang Shan mountain of T’ang dynasty poet-fame. Together 
with Robert Hass, Ron Padgett, Tomas Salamun, and Brenda Hillman, the foreign 
guests met with six Chinese poets considered part of the post-Misty school, in conference 
style, and read and sang folk songs together before fanning out to various universities in 
Beijing. Anne tells us that she and others were able to speak candidly with new friends about 
dif! culties in Tibet. The Dalai Lama has encouraged keeping all doors open" Anne is planning 
to continue the “Chinese connection” during the 2009 Summer Writing Program when poet Bei 
Dao, currently living in Hong Kong, will be visiting Naropa as guest faculty.

She writes to us: “The  Pamirs journey–particularly
to Anhui Province–opened up a wonderful exchange 
for poets. It was interesting to re# ect on Chogyam 
Trungpa’s telling students in the 1970s that we must 
help bring Buddhism back to China. Heartbroken 
now about Mumbai “on ! re” and grateful for the 
contact with poets and artists there from a visit year 
and a half ago. We need to keep the international 
lines and channels open. Cultural exchange is more 
important than ever and hopefully more supported 
under an Obama administration. But we should make 
the personal journeys...” 

To read Forrest Gander’s haibun of the Pamirs Poetry 
Journey, ! r st published in the July/August edition of 
American Poetry Review, visit: http://www.poems.com/

                                                          special_features/prose/essay_gander.phpAnne in Tiananmen Square
Photo by Ron Padgett

Oooh, if you have never been to Alaska, go there while it is sti l l  wild. My favorite 
uncle asked me to go there, Uncle Sam. He said if you don’t go, you’re going to jail. 
That is how Uncle Sam asks you.”   - Bob Ross, PBS Landscape Painter
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Sneaky Peek at Winter/Spring 2009 Events

4X4 Reading
Fri., February 6, 8 p.m. (Performing Arts Center)

Each year Naropa University, University of Denver, 
Colorado State University, and University of Colorado 
at Boulder participate in the 4x4 Reading Series, 
where post-bachelorate students from each creative 
writing program convene to give four readings, one at 
each of the host campuses. Naropa will host the second 
installment of the series on Feb. 6 in the Performing Arts 
Center. The ! rst of the four readings will be held Jan., 
22 at the University of Colorado at Boulder. We are 
pleased to announce that Naropa’s student reader at CU 
will be Marie Larson. Student readers for the other three 
events will be selected by faculty in the weeks prior to 
each event. The schedule is as follows:  1/22/09 at the 
University of Colorado at Boulder; 2/6/09 at Naropa 
University; 2/19/09 at University of Denver; 3/5/09 at 
Colorado State University.

Annual Women of Naropa Reading
Fri., January 23, 7 p.m. (Goldfarb Studio)

Always an energy-! lled evening, the annual Women of Naropa Reading presents a line-up of 
female faculty, staff, students, and alumni reading to a packed Goldfarb Studio. The event is 
organized by MFA alumna Christine Fox as a fundraiser for Bombay Gin as well as a women’s 
organization with which Christine works. More information on this year’s event will be released 
in January along with notice of how to sign up to read.

Bombay Gin Release Party
Bombay Gin, the Jack Kerouac School’s literary journal, will be celebrating the release of its Winter 2009 
edition in the later half of January (event speci! cs TBA). The forthcoming issue features work from several 
2008 SWP faculty including Raymond Federman, Ilya Kaminsky, Miranda Mellis, Sawako Nakayasu, and 
Stacy Szymaszek. Also featured is work from Truong Tran, Richard Hell, Naropa’s own Sara Veglahn, 
Jena Osman, and Tyrone Williams. The issue closes with a Naropa Audio Archive transcription of Peter 
Gizzi’s 1998 lecture on the work of Jack Spicer. This issue boasts an interior and cover design by Jeff 
Clark of Quemadura. Stay tuned"

Black Maria Film Festival
Monday, March 9, time is TBA (Performing Arts Center)

The Black Maria Film and Video Festival is brought to Boulder by a 
coalition between CU Film Studies and Naropa’s Writing & Poetics 
department. Since 1981, the annual Black Maria Festival, an international 
juried competition and award tour, has been ful! lling its mission to 
advocate, exhibit, and reward cutting edge works from independent ! lm 
and videomakers. The festival is known for its national public exhibition 
program, which features a variety of bold contemporary works drawn 
from the annual collection of 50 award winning ! lms and videos. The 
program is ninety minutes long and is followed by a discussion of the ! lms. 
For further information, contact Writing & Poetics at (303) 546-3540. 

MFA & BA Student Reading
Sat., April 17, 8 p.m. (Performing Arts Center)

The Writing & Poetics Spring Student Reading is an opportunity for 
students to share their various projects and support their colleagues. 
Students: look for the e-mail announcement in late March to sign up for 
this reading in the Writing & Poetics of! ce. 

Reading: Lawson Fusao Inada (right) and Andr ew Schelling
Fri., April 11, 8 p.m. (Performing Arts Center)

 
The Department of Writing & Poetics is pleased to present a reading with Lawson Fusao Inada and  
Andrew Schelling. Inada was born a third-generation Japanese American. In May of 1942 his family was 
among over 100,000 other Japanese-Americans in camps where they were con! ned for the duration of 
World War II. He was ! rst incarcerated at the Fresno County Fairgrounds, then moved to a Concentration 
Camp in Arkansas, and ! nally interred at a camp in Colorado at the end of the war. He is an emeritus 
professor of writing at Southern Oregon University in Ashland and the author of ! ve books: Legends 
from Camp, Drawing the Line, In This Great Land of Freedom, Just Into/Nations and Before the War. He is 
the recipient of two Poetry Fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts, a Guggenheim Fellowship, and a Pushcart Prize. His work has been 
the subject of a documentary titled “What It Means to Be Free: A Video about Poetry and Japanese-American Internment” and an award-winning 
animated ! lm of “Legends from Camp” made in collaboration with his son, artist Miles Inada. Many thanks to Andrew Schelling for his work to bring 
Lawson Inada to Naropa. 
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Faculty News

Keith Abbott ’s brush calligraphy of the Tao Te Ching will be part of an 
art show curated by Harrison Xinshi Tu opening in Beijing, December 2008.  
Bamboo Greetings, Abbott’s collaborative renku written with Pat Nolan, 
Maureen Owen and Michael Sowl, was published by Simply Haiku in Ireland 
along with the four writers’ commentary. For this spring’s sabbatical, his 
research at Berkeley’s Bancroft Library will focus on Philip Whalen’s Kyoto 
years 1966-1972 for an ongoing essay titled, “Nothing Is Forever.”   

Amy Catanzano recently read at the Dikeou Collection, an experimental 
art gallery in Denver, with poets Katy Lederer and Tina Celona and ! ction 
writer Bryan Comer. This summer Amy is teaching a workshop on “Quantum 
Poetics and New Narratives: Writing the Speed of Light” in Naropa’s Summer 
Writing Program. A poem she co-wrote with Jack Collom recently appeared 
in Monkey Puzzle.

This fall Anselm Hollo gave a reading with Tom Pickard and Elizabeth 
Arnold at Woodland Pattern Book Center in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The 
reading coincided with “Con! gurations,” an art exhibit by Jane Dalrymple-
Hollo which also included some collages by Anselm. He also read at Dave 
Brinks’s Fall Poetry Series at the Gold Mine Saloon in the French Quarter of 
New Orleans, Louisiana. In regards to what he’s working on currently, Anselm 
resports, “various projects (as they say) ...”

This Fall, Bhanu Kapil  is giving a reading and panel talk at The University 
of Arizona Poetry Center, and accepted invitations to read in Chicago, New 
York, and somewhere in Pennsylvania in the coming Spring. She has been 
commissioned to write an experimental children’s story for Kindergarde: 
Avant-garde Poems, Plays & Stories for Children, a collaborative project 
curated by Dan Teen Lomax and funded by the Creative Work Fund grant. 
She will also be collaborating on a critical essay with Laynie Browne, for the 
Poetry Foundation. David Buuck, at Small Press Traf! c, invited Bhanu to write 
a play for Small Press Traf! c’s Poet’s Theater this coming January. Bhanu 
wrote Rabbit Butoh last Saturday night. Michelle Naka Pierce is interviewing 
Bhanu for a series on pedagogy/poetics. Lisa Birman will also be interviewing 
Bhanu, an exchange intended for Trickhouse, over a glass of wine. Bhanu 
resumed her blog, wrote ABIOGENESIS for Mandorla magazine, worked on 
translations of Mira Bai bhajans for Calque magazine, and had an essay 
on cross-cultural narrative forms, “Notes on Failure,” published in XCP. This

December, Bhanu is going to India, to build and ! l m siluetas 
on the border of India and Pakistan.

Michelle Naka Pierce is moving to London for ! ve months 
during her upcoming sabbatical in spring 2009. While there, 
she will travel to Barcelona on a Faculty Development Grant to 
work on a writing project around Gaudi’s Sagrada Familia. She 
will also travel to France to participate in the Ivy Writers Paris 
reading series. Excerpts from her new manuscript She, A Blueprint 
for InterSurface have been published or are forthcoming in 
Trickhouse, Mandorla, Foursquare Editions, Sous Rature, Bombay 
Gin, Monkey Puzzle, and Fact-Simile. Her latest chapbook As 
Transient As Square Or Inside 32 was recently published by Tir 
Aux Pigeons, and she was the featured reader for the Whrrds/
In Stereo reading series in November.

Maureen Owen will be giving a poetry reading the evening 
of Jan 30th at DU with Jo Ann Wasserman, a terri! c poet 
from New York. The particulars will be announced in January. 
Maureen will also be reading on January 28 at the Boulder 
Bookstore in celebration of the release of Poems for the 
Millennium, Volume Three: The University of California Book of 
Romantic & Postromantic Poetry edited by CU’s Jeffrey Robinson 
and Jerome Rothenberg. More information on this event be 
released in January as well.

Andrew Schelling gave a poetry reading mid-November at 
Bates College in Southern Maine. He also spoke to Sagaree 
Sengupta’s class “India’s Love Poetry” about the Indo-European 
sources of Sanskrit language, mythology, and poetics. He has 
a new chaplet (small chapbook) out from Longhouse and will 
perform with Naropa sax and # ute player Mark Miller at 
Hakubai Temple in Boulder on Dec. 4th.

Sara Veglahn continues to work on her novel, The May! ies, 
excerpts of which appear or are forthcoming in Trickhouse, 
Tarpaulin Sky, Thuggery & Grace, and Bombay Gin.

Nancy Conger received an honorable mention in the Glimmer Train August 
2008 Very Short Fiction competition.

Alysha Wood (Woo) has writing published in TINFISH 18. “Sawn: how to 
peel in seven lessons” is an excerpt from Woo’s MFA creative manuscript, 
“Llao,” which engages fruit, hunger, translation, transmigration and immigrant 
inheritance. Available at http://www.tin! shpress.com/

Shane Joaquin Jimenez was recently considered for the Robert Watson 
Literary Prize at Greensboro Review. A selection from his work will be 
published in their next issue.  His ! rst small collection of short ! ctions, It Can 
Be That Way Still, will be published by Bedouin Books this winter.

Jamie Townsend’s MFA graduating thesis (Spring ‘08) has just been 
published by Jacket Magazine in issue 36. Reed Bye believes this is the ! rst 
Kerouac thesis to be published in full. The piece is presented under Essays 
and titled, “Spiritual Man, Modern Man: The Poetics of Frank Samperi.”

Alumni News
More News

not enough night , the online literary 
magazine of Naropa’s low-residency 
MFA program in creative writing, recently 
released its Fall 2008 issue. Edited by 
Junior Burke and Maureen Owen, this 
issue features work from Margaret 
Randall, Cassie Bosley, Paul Hoover, 
Harryette Mullen, Charles Alexander, 
Cliff Fyman, Kika Dorsey, Giselle Stern 
Hernandez, Roberto Tejada, and Amra 
Brooks. Check it out at: http://www.
naropa.edu/notenoughnight/index.htm
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